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Desistance, wellbeing 
“rehabilitation;” Quality of Life
Redemption pathway

Contamination pathway; 
“snares;” something happens 
later Alternative Pathways 



What works?



Understanding Desistance 

• Desistance is the slowing down or 
stopping of offending

• It is a natural human process (most 
people who offend, stop doing so)

• Observed across time and space 
(200+ years of international 
criminology) 

• SOTx industry 



Sex Offender Treatment Industry
Assumes escalation, specialisation, and recidivism 
Emphasises risk and containment
Reinforces fear mongering; stranger danger trope





Tas case

Qld case



Previous research 



Understanding Desistance 



Strategies of desistance

retire

resign rebuild

regulate

restrict recluse resist rehearse

recover

rehabilitate resilient
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Recall:
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ANROWS

Adverse childhood experiences in 
adolescents adjudicated for sexual and 
nonsexual offending
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ANROWS

WESTPAC

Understanding desistance and 
wellbeing in young people 
treated for sexual offending
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Understanding and Preventing the 
collateral consequences of Dangerous 

Sex Offender Legislation
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AIMS
1. Describe the narratives of 

recidivism and desistance in 
Australian men convicted for 
sexual offences.

1. Explore how sex offender 
legislation impacts those 
convicted of sexual offences 
and their families.

1. Compare and contrast the 
narratives (Aim 1) and the 
impact of legislation (Aim 2) 
in an Australian sample with 
two international 
jurisdictions (North America 
and Norway). 



FUTURE FELLOWSHIP

CJS DPSOA

Understanding and Preventing the collateral 
consequences of Dangerous Sex Offender Legislation

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
1. How do participants experience, express, and account for 

their offending, recidivism, and desistance?
2. How does sex offender legislation impact participants upon 

release from custody? 
3. How are men and their families impacted by sex offender 

legislation?
4. What role do families play in the men’s recidivism or 

desistance? 
5. To what extent do families witness condemnation, 

redemption, or contamination scripts in their loved ones 
who have been convicted of sexual offences?

6. How do the narratives of recidivism and desistance 
compare across three jurisdictions? 

7. How do offenders’ experiences of sex offender legislation 
differ across jurisdictions? 

8. Are redemption, condemnation, and contamination scripts 
more likely in some countries compared with others? 

9. Is relational desistance more available to men in some 
jurisdictions compared with others? 
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