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From PhD to NIPG: Dr Peita Richards



8
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

From PhD to NIPG: Dr Peita Richards



9
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

From PhD to NIPG: Dr Peita Richards



10
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

Social Identity Mapping: Self-Report In Person 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping


11
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

Social Identity Mapping: Self-Report In Person (pSIM) 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping 

University student

High School Old Girls

Chinese

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping


12
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

Social Identity Mapping: Self-Report In Person 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping 

Family Clin Psych Prog

Volunteer

School 

friends

Church College friends

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping


13
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

Social Identity Mapping: Self-Report In Person 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping 

https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping
https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping


14
Charles Sturt University is an Australian University, TEQSA Provider Identification: PRV12018. 

Charles Sturt University CRICOS Provider Number: 00005F. Presentation title

Social Identity Mapping: Self-Report Online (oSIM)
https://osim.psy.uq.edu.au/https://sign.centre.uq.edu.au/project/social-identity-mapping 

Bentley, S. V., Greenaway, K. H., Haslam, S. A., Cruwys, T., Steffens, N. K., Haslam, C., & Cull, B. (2020). 

Social identity mapping online. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 118(2), 213–

241. https://doi.org/10.1037/pspa0000174
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The need for moving beyond self-report
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2023/10/09/israel-night-of-the-gliders-2023/

Digital or analog ethnography (Forberg & Schilt, 

2023)

• multiplatform engagement of a similar group of 

users on open channels on Reddit, Telegram, 

and X

• first week of Oct: selection of groups and 

channels with references made to Australia, 

then followed those selected groups/channels 

up to end of Dec

• Peita as ethnographer then spending min of 2 

hours per day live following selected groups 

and channels across platforms

• determination that groups (of minimum 10) 

were making substantially-similar points and 

advancing substantially-similar 

causes/agendas
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Legend for objectively-constructed group-level 

social identity map (next slide)

Mixed compatibility reflects when positions and 

agendas may or may not be compatible but, in 

any event, are not uniform.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2023/10/09/israel-night-of-the-gliders-2023/

compatible 

(eg. can be allies)

incompatible

(eg. not allies) 

mixed compatibility

(eg. sometimes 

allies?)
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Should there be a reverse 

dashed arrow here? Does it 

depend on what human 

rights are thought to be by 

MAGA?
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Examples of identity (in)compatibility: thematic analysis
• noting that behavioural matrices used in analyses in other case studies were not fully developed at 

this stage of the project so this was a thematic analysis and not an analysis using objective 

behavioural markers of identity expression

• this was a deliberate and convenience pilot (based on 20 years experience and professional work in 

Middle-East politics) to test ability to analyse groups across platforms but also to document generic 

online behaviours being used across platforms that can be developed into behavioural matrices

Engagement between De-colonialists (“#rivertothesea” / “R2S”) and Zionists as incompatible, and 

these dynamics seen on relevant Telegram and sub-Reddit channels:

 Use of dehumanising language by De-colonists describing Zionists as cockroaches who had 

survived the gas chambers

 

  BUT then when

 On the 24 Oct 2023 (AEDT) CNN announced that the Queen of Jordan, Rania Al Abdullah, (a 

Palestinian refugee who relocated to Jordan with her family during her childhood) would be 

interviewed by esteemed British Persian foreign correspondent Christiane Amanpour on TV about 

the conflict, then both groups unified around a misogynist approach to criticise that move by Queen 

Rania of Jordan
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Who did not engage with others?: Cyb3r Drag0nz

• Cyb3r DragOnz interested in recruiting, on their Telegram 

channel, those from Australia’s timezone willing to launch 

DDOS strikes to bring down Israel’s “Iron Dome” missile 

defence shield

• sentiment analysis showed that they could not be included in 

the group-based social identity map as their cause and identity 

was isolated and they explicitly did not want to recruit anyone 

who had any political affiliation with Palestine, Hamas or Israel

• their identity being expressed for 10 weeks was defined by 

enhancing their cyber and hacking skills, and, they expressed a 

desire to remain apolitical despite accepting the challenge of 

taking the “Iron Dome” offline

• when unsuccessful with the “Iron Dome” attacks, they switched 

focus for the last weeks to DDOS attacks on news outlets that 

demonstrated a bias to any identity on our social identity map 

above; competing somewhat with hackers from Anonymous 

Sudan who were targeting publications with DDOS attacks who 

were deemed to be spreading “Zionist propaganda” https://www.instagram.com/cyb3r_drag0nz/?hl=en 

https://www.instagram.com/cyb3r_drag0nz/?hl=en
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Other Analytical Tools of Use

https://www.receptiviti.com/liwc https://communalytic.org/ https://linktr.ee/ 

https://www.receptiviti.com/liwc
https://communalytic.org/
https://linktr.ee/
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• content take down order laws and 
researcher exemptions

• e.g. Online Safety Act 2021 (Cth); 
Criminal Code (Cth), Division 474 
Subdivision H & Subdivision HA and 
relevant data possession defences for 
researchers

M Smith, M Nolan & J Gaffey, ‘Online Safety 
and Social Media regulation in Australia: 
eSafety Commissioner v X Corp’ (2024) 33(1) 
Griffith Law Review 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1
0383441.2024.2405760  

Peita Richards & Mark Nolan, ‘Abhorrent 
Violent Materials: Regulations, 
Responsibilities and Restrictions on Access 
for Researchers vis-à-vis Commercial Actors’. 
Paper presented to Exploring Intersections of 
Media, Law, Communication and Crime, 
Murdoch University, 25 September 2024.

Access challenges for the public domain researcher

• accessibility and reporting restrictions 

set by each platform

• e.g. restrictions on API access such as 

CrowdTangle applications that need to 

meet a platform’s current priority areas

• access fees 

• utility of Communalytic to preview 

data before you purchase the data, 

ie. estimating the number of 

available posts based on keyword 

searches and during a time period

• coding language of the API data (eg. 

Python but changes from R)

• need for manual capture of metadata 

from some platforms including with 

NVivo NCapture

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10383441.2024.2405760
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10383441.2024.2405760
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10383441.2024.2405760
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