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2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-4 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

0-4 4897 5286 4839 4924 5307 5905 5283 5002 5289 5320 5009

5 to 9 2677 2835 2667 2654 2856 3221 2795 2503 2840 2837 2381

10 to 14 2798 2835 2577 2385 2428 2651 2466 2452 2735 2812 2646

15 to 17 1258 1284 1254 1121 990 1047 1012 1220 1359 1376 1479
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Infants in out 
of home care:

More likely to experience 
developmental delays

More likely to experience adverse 
physical health

More likely to develop attachment 
problems

More likely to experience adverse 
longer-term outcomes



Key 
neurodevelopmental 

tasks of infancy:

The development of the stress 
response system

The development of emotional 
and behavioural regulation

The development of the capacity 
to make and sustain prosocial, 
adaptive relationships



What can be 
done?

The legacy of unhealed adverse childhood experiences is 
seen every day in [Children’s Courts]’ as formerly abused 
or neglected children are now the abusing or neglecting 
parent.  Fortunately, this multigenerational cycle of trauma 
and maltreatment can be interrupted with a systemic shift 
towards ‘therapeutic jurisprudence’,’ a reframing of the 
judicial system to promote a more effective approach to 
altering the trajectory for maltreated children and their 
families.’

Florida State University study into Early Childhood Courts, 
2017.



Core 
components 

of a 
specialist 

infant court

Judicial Leadership

Local Community Coordinator

Active Family Team

Continuum of behavioural health services including 
dyadic therapeutic work (Child Parent Psychotherapy)

Monthly Court appearances

Active Court Team focussing on the bigger picture





Re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns Pilot and evaluation

Formation and maintenance of 
a working group

In-depth, ongoing consultation 
with First Nations communities
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